How to Reset Your Forgotten Windows Password the Easy Way
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. Windows 7 Home Premium

Forgetting your password is never any fun, but luckily there's a really easy way to reset the password. All you need is a copy
of the Windows installation disk and one simple command line trick.

Note: If you are using Windows 10 and a Microsoft account, you'll need to reset your password a different way. The
problem is that with Microsoft accounts, your password actually has to be reset on their servers instead of only locally.

Resetting Your Forgotten Windows Password

Boot off the Windows disk and select the “Repair your computer” option from the lower left-hand corner.

orstion. All rights reserved.

System Image Recovery
Recover your computer using a system image you created earlier

Windows Memory Diagnostic
Check your computer for memory hardware errors
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prompt window



http://www.howtogeek.com/96630/how-to-reset-your-forgotten-windows-password-the-easy-way/
http://www.howtogeek.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/image2.png
http://www.howtogeek.com/222262/how-to-reset-your-forgotten-password-in-windows-10/
http://www.howtogeek.com/

First you'll want to type in the following command to backup the original sticky keys file:

Administrator: X:\windows\system32\cmd.exe
Microsoft Windows [Uerszion 6.1.76H81]
®:sBourcesrcopy ciwindowsssystem32nsethc.exe ci™
1 fileds)> copied.
®:NBources>copy c:swindowsssystemdI2hcnd.exe c:iswindowsssystem32ssethc.exe
Ouerurite cowwindowsssystemd2isethc.exe? (Yess/MNosAll)>: Yes
file<s> copied.

H:“Bources>

Now you can reboot the PC.

Resetting the Password

Once you get to the login screen, hit the Shift key 5 times, and you'll see an administrator mode command prompt.

Password

BN sethc.exe

The system cannot find message text for message number Ax2358 in the messa
e for Application.

Copyright (c?» 2809 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
The system cannot find message text for message numbher Bx8 in the message

or System.

C:Windows“system32>_

Now to reset the password—just type the following command, replacing the username and password with the
combination you want:

@ sethcoe =Er

The system cannot find message text for message number Bx2358 in N
e for Application.

Copyright <c)> 2009 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
The system cannot find message text for message number Bx8 in the
or System.

C:Windows“system3d2>net user geek nynewpassword

The command completed successfully.

m

C=sMWindows™system32¥_

That's all there is to it. Now you can login.



Of course, you'll probably want to put the original sethc.exe file back, which you can do by rebooting into the installation
CD, opening the command prompt, and copying the c:\sethc.exe file back to c:\windows\system32\sethc.exe.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

Lowell Heddings, better known online as the How-To Geek, spends all his free e Published 11/1/13
time bringing you fresh geekery on a daily basis. You can follow him on Google+
if you'd like.

SHOW ARCHIVED READER COMMENTS (66)


http://www.howtogeek.com/author/thegeek/
https://plus.google.com/115673881208416151793/?rel=author
http://www.howtogeek.com/96630/how-to-reset-your-forgotten-windows-password-the-easy-way/?showcomments=1#comments
http://discuss.howtogeek.com/

